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 As you sort and mark your reference 

material, as suggested in Part 1, begin writing.  

Waiting until you are "organized" or "finished 

with research" is neither necessary, nor an 

advantage.  You may find it easier to write 

before you are encumbered with formatting, 

numbering systems, and endless editing.  

Shortly you will realize you need some kind of 

organizational guide such as a preliminary 

outline.  Your initial draft, should also be 

written with some basic tenants in mind. 

 Two principles loom as basic guides for 

those writing the story of their family history 

for a wide spectrum of readers. 

1.  The creation must be readable as a 

story, that is the narrative must be 

presented in a quite straight-forward 

order, and include transitional text, 

or flash-backs if appropriate.  More-

detailed material, which might 

interrupt the casual reader, should be 

located in footnotes, a reference 

section, or the appendix. 

 2.  The genealogical data must be 

supported by sources, referenced in 

the main text, and itemized in 

footnotes, endnotes, or a reference 

section.  The reference notes should 

enable interested readers to find the 

archived sources and review the 

content if desired. 

 The writing strategy described below 

gives the writer flexibility, however some of 

the ideas may not be straight forward when the 

document is formatted using genealogical, or 

other specialized software 

. 

DRAFT WRITING 

 Good stories are often based on an initial 

draft begun on the spur-of-the- moment.  Take 

the reader with you as you reveal and describe 

your genealogical findings.  Let the reader join 

you in recognizing the uncertainty which 

accompanies good research and the need for 

documentation of the results.  Take advantage 

of the opportunity to introduce historical, 

geographical, or social description. 

 There is nothing wrong with starting the 

description of an ancestor with:  "The first 

appearance of John Smith's name was. . .." 

 Inserted in the midst of a description, a 

simple list of events, one date and event per 

line, will keep both writer and reader oriented. 

 It's also ok to end a descriptive paragraph 

with: "no more is known about Peter Stiles", 

and move on to areas about which more is 

known. 

Avoiding Writer's Block - Don't torture 

yourself by attempting to write "from the 

beginning".  Choose an event, person, or 

subject about which to write.  Start at some 

point in the middle of your selected topic area, 

writing about events, things or personages who 

were present. 

 Compose in simple sentences, using 

words which are firmly founded in your 

vocabulary.  If paragraphs are kept small, the 

task of editing will be easier.  Add paragraphs 

before and after the initial entry, in 

chronological order.  If needed, or desired, 

compose the necessary beginning and ending 

paragraphs when merging with neighboring 

sections. 

 When introducing personages, enter his or 

her name, as used at the time, preceded by a 

blank set of square brackets.  This will enable, 

future addition of an identifying number for the 

individual. 

   After you have formed a general order for 



your volume, and numbers have been assigned 

on your charts, you can enter numbers in the 

narrative text as you write. 

 By far the best order for telling the story 

of an immigrant ancestor is to start with the 

earliest parents in each line, follow the 

descendants of the individual lines, ending at 

the generation where intermarriage causes the 

surname to no longer appear.  You may, 

however, choose to extend the story of the line 

in a special section on allied families. 

 Mark off, on a draft copy of your ancestry 

charts, several blocks, a typical one of which 

might include all the ancestors of one of your 

great-grand-parents, (or those of the immigrant 

ancestor). 

 The stories of each ancestral block, if 

started with the most materna  branch, will 

introduce the surname prior to its appearance in 

the story of the connecting paternal line.  This 

enables a smooth transition into continuing 

sections for descendants of the male lines. 

 A typical Table of Contents for your 

volume might appear as follows: 

 Preface and Overview, other Frontal 

Material 

 1.  Introduction Immigrant, Focal 

Personage or event. (See Part 1) 

 2.  Descendancy of Focal Personage 

 3+ "Begat Histories" of "Maternal" Blocks 

(to Intermarriage)  

 5+ "Begat Histories" of "Paternal" Blocks 

 7.  Ancestry of Principal Paternal Line 

 8+  References, Index, Appendices, etc. 

 

Writing Crutches, to help you get started, 

might include a rough outline of the sections 

with surnames and topics noted, your reference 

or bibliographical list, selected items from your 

collection of charts, photos, tables, village 

descriptions, and verbal accounts. 

 Examine samples of some family histories 

which seem inviting to read.  Anticipate the 

paragraph formats you will need:  1. Narrative 

(run-on) text,  2. Indented Family group lists, 

which may include some detail in sub-

paragraphs,  3. Continuing description/mini-

biographies of individual personages,  4. 

Tabular time-lines and  columnar data. 

 As you write, leave notes, on blank lines, 

of the intent, or need, to insert photos, maps, or 

charts, including a notation of the title, if the 

material already exists. 

 

DATA FORMATTING 

 The author should note, in some 

consistent manner, that interpretation, 

calculation, translation, correction, or 

estimation, has been incorporated in the data. 

 One method for setting apart, or 

questioning the validity of data, is to insert the 

alternate, or questioned data, inclosed in 

square, bolded brackets [    ] imediately 

following the "primary" entry..  A superscript 

may be used to guide the reader to a footnote, 

endnote, or appendix item for additional 

information. 

Dates - If you, or the author of a source, have 

attempted to calculate a modern date, or justify 

the occurrence of an event, enter the date as it 

appeared in the original document, italicized.  

Add your calculated, or alternate date, enclosed 

in square brackets. 

Names - Given, middle-, and surnames should 

be entered exactly as they appeared in the cited 

source.  If a variation is suspected, it should be 

enclosed in square brackets.  Some personages 

may have had more than two given names, and 

in later life chose to use a difference given 

name than that named at birth.  If this is 

suspected, it should be noted parenthetically. 

Placenames - Geographic place-names should 

be entered exactly as they appear in the cited 

source.  If an error, or inconstancy with 



historical naming is suspected, add, following 

the item, the probable correction in square 

brackets, and if appropriate give additional 

detail in a foot-note. 

 Pictures or images which show facial 

features, period clothing, occupational 

trappings, former dwelling places, actual hand-

writing or other manually drawn creations, are 

especially effective.  If hand-writing samples 

have been transcribed, an image of the 

resulting German text, and the corresponding 

English translation, will add authenticity to 

your narrative. 

Verbal Sources - May contain some of the 

most colorful description in your data 

collection, and with suitable verification, can 

give added dimensions to your writing. "Aunt 

Maude said" . . .   is a perfectly legitimate run-

on reference note.   

 Quoted text can be indented, surrounded 

by quotes, or italicized, with a superscript 

reference to footnotes, the bibliographical or 

reference list.  If the speaker is sufficiently 

colorful, or prominent, they may deserve 

additional description in the Appendix. 

GENERAL FORMATTING  

Page Size – Graphics, charts, maps, photo's, 

and multiple-indented tabular text, are more 

easily accommodated by a single-column 

format on letter-sized (8 1/2 x11 inch) paper.  

This size also quite compatible with most 

library and home shelving. 

 Cautious consideration is suggested, if 

plans, for a small volume publication, include 

use of other than single-column format, or use 

of odd-sixed paper. 

Assigning Numbers - Many genealogical 

works, especially those formatting works in 

"generation order", assign identification 

numbers to the personages in strict order, but if 

necessary, new umbers are reassigned for the 

same personage when mentioned in succeeding 

generations. 

 Personage numbers should be truly 

unique.  There seems to be no compelling 

reason for assigning numbers in strict order of 

appearance, as the volume index offers a 

convenient method of finding, in the text, 

mention of a sought-for ancestor. 

 There is some comfort in having the 

numbers in the volume follow an approximate 

pattern of increasing, along with the advancing 

page numbers, and the march of the historical 

narrative.  This is relatively easy to achieve. 

 Assign numbers approximately in order of 

the first occurrence, leave numbers vacant 

every few assignments, for possible use during 

editing.  If necessary to add personages during 

editing, add an alpha character to an existing 

number to create a new assignable number. 

Page numbering should start anew at the 

beginning of each section, each page number 

appearing with the section number as a 

hyphenated prefix.  This allows pages to be 

added to the manuscript without renumbering 

the entire work. 

 Some software systems automatically 

assign footnote and endnote numbers.  Take 

full advantage of this capability. 

 If your software assigns, reference item 

numbers, and you choose to accept the system 

of assignment, it may be advisable to also 

retain your own previously-assigned number in 

the body of the individual listed citations. 

Footnotes, Endnotes, Appendices - If too 

many foot notes are used, or if those composed 

are too lengthy, they may frighten casual 

readers.  Foot note space, on average, should 

not occupy more than a small fraction of the 

page height.  Footnotes which are longer than a 

few lines should be replaced by a one-sentence 

summary with a reference to additional data in 

the appendix. 

 In these additional sections, are the devils 

of detail, the author’s literary Easter-eggs, left 

for curious readers. 


