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 "If you have reached a dead-end when 
researching a family line, consider whether the 
sought-for ancestor might have been in the 
military".  This quotation was translated from a 
paper written by a foremost authority on 
Prussian Military records, Alexander Lyncker, 
Major a.D. (See Reference 1.)  Major Lyncker 
was the editing author of comprehensive 
encyclopedias describing local military units, 
their recruiting areas, garrison locations, field 
engagements, and the genealogical records 
relative to the units of both the "Old Prussian 
Army" of 1714-1806 and The Prussian Army of 
1807-1867. (See References 2 & 3.) 
 
 The substance of much of the following 
paragraphs have been translated from the 
introductory material and historical appendices 
in these volumes, both of which were written 
shortly before World War II.  As might be 
expected, a considerable portion of the records 
were destroyed or lost during WWII, particularly 
by the Anglo-American bombing of Potsdam, 
the main location of the military archives, during 
mid-April of 1945.  Many of the records that 
survived, including the military church records 
have been filmed by the Family History Library. 
 
  "Research in Military Church books, once 
the copy is found, is quite easy." (See Reference 
1.)    But the German references recommend 
following several research principles, most 
familiar to those accustomed to genealogical 
research in primary records: 
 
1. "Before attempting research in military 
records the researcher should search thoroughly 
in the available civil church-books, including 
those of surrounding villages and parishes 
which may have been the site of an independent 
parish during earlier times."  Of greatest 
importance is that you have already discovered 
your families' village of origin and preferably 
have found primary records pertaining to your 
ancestors in the available civil or local parish 
records.  
 
2. Study the local, provincial, and national 
history for the time era in question, including the 
military installations, unit movements, and troop 
recruitment.  This activity is made somewhat 

easier by the appendix material in the references.  
The paragraphs below, much of which was 
translated from the references, will help get 
started.  The sequence pertains only to territory 
of Prussia.  "For records of foreign (non-
Prussian) provinces one must look in the city 
and state archives."  (True in 1936, probably 
also true today.) 
 
The Rise of Prussia - The Prussian Army - 
Historical background 
 
 The Brandenburgische-Preussische Army 
is said to have its beginning in 1641 and 
consisted of about 25 companies, and a total of 
about 3000 men.  In 1714 the Prussian Empire 
consisted of Brandenburg and Berlin, 
Ostpreussen, Hinter-Pommern, and three 
small Graftschaften: Cleve (near Düsseldorf), 
Mark (near Arnsberg), and Ravensburg 
(Westfalen). (See Reference 5.) 
 
 The era of 1714-1806 coincides with a 
distinct historical period of development of the 
Prussian Army.  By 1714, soon after Frederick 
William I came to the throne, the Prussian army 
consisted of about 30,000 men of which nearly a 
third were foreigners (Non-Prussian).  Real 
organization took place in 1714 with the 
adoption of uniforms, organizational structure, 
armament, training, pay scales, and the 
establishment of artillery and engineering units. 
 
 In 1733, the Kanton system was 
established whereby each regiment was assigned 
a geographic area from which it could enroll and 
induct soldiers to fill its designated 
organizational positions.  Kanton boundaries and 
organization were revised in 1788 and 1798. 
 
 Reserve soldiers were trained near their 
home villages, called as replacements at 
garrisons or in campaign units, and returned to 
their Kanton when no longer needed.  "Typical 
during the time of Frederick the Great, men were 
obligated for military service between the ages 
of 20 and 40." (See Reference 2.) 
 
 When Friedrich II (Der Grosse) took the 
throne in 1740 the Army strength was about 
76,278 men, of which about half were non-
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Prussian.  The building of garrison facilities 
started about 1750.  Before then, the troops were 
billeted with the local citizens. 
 
 "After the Seven Years War (French and 
Indian War in America 1756-1763) Frederick 
the Great had provided for a great number of 
officers, non-commissioned officers and soldiers 
located throughout the land in garrisons, smaller 
cities and landed-areas."  By 1797, the 
beginning of the reign of Friedrich Wilhelm II, 
the army had increased to 231,081 men, of 
which less than one in four were from non-
Prussian lands. 
  
 By 1806 the provinces of West Preussen, 
Posnan, Vorpommern, Schlesien, and 
Ostfriesland had been added to the Prussian 
Empire. 
 
 Total mobilization of Prussian Army 
occurred in August and September of 1806.  
Following the loss of the battles at Jena and 
Auerstedt, in the fall of 1806, the Prussian army 
retreated northward, capitulating at various 
locations during the fall and winter of 1806-
1807.  The older units were reorganized and by 
1808 received new designations, most of which 
were retained until 1871, when Prussia became 
part of Germany.  An historical survey of 
Prussia and its military units from 1807 until 
1871 will appear in Part 2 of this composition. 
 
Genealogical Research in Prussian Military 
Records  
 
  Two kinds of sources are available for 
genealogical researchers: Military Muster Rolls 
and Military Church Books. 
 
Military Rolls 
 
Enumeration or Enrollment Lists - The 
Einrollierungslisten were rosters of capable men 
living in the military district.  Lyncker noted in 
1939 that these rolls were, in general, not 
available, and a systematic search of church 
record books was highly recommended. 
 
Muster Rolls - The Truppenlisten contain a 
sequential number, given and surnames, age, 

height, size of shoe, service years, religion, 
foreign allegiance, profession, military 
campaigns, family information and departure 
(destination).  No genealogical information was 
included in the muster rolls except at times the 
province of origin.  As of 1923, lists from 1789-
1806 were almost complete.  Most of the muster 
lists have been lost. (1936) 
 
Militarische Kirchenbücher - Church-books 
are the most useful and available genealogical 
source.  Each regiment and its dependents were 
assigned to a Field Chaplain, who led a sort of 
mobile parish.  The records of this field parish 
often continued long after the dissolution of the 
regiment instead of being recorded in a 
"civil(ian)" parish register.  This continued even 
though some records were taken over by the 
newly created regiments.  
 
 If one attempts research in the church 
book indexes, he must first confirm the 
regimental name, the military contingent 
(brigade), designation of the military unit, the 
location of the garrison, and the name of the unit 
commander during the time span of interest.  
The names of the regiments, with their garrison 
name and the land area from which they drew 
replacements, are given in References 2 and 3. 
 
 Earlier Regiments were named after a 
military personage identified with early deeds of 
the regiment.  However, in regimental histories, 
the units may be mentioned as if the unit was a 
possession of the current unit commander. 
 
 Starting about 1784, regiments mentioned 
in printed material may also be designated with 
a number.  Garde (elite) troop unit numbers 
were interspersed with those of regular units 
instead of having a number series of their own. 
 
 Military church books (Kirchenbücher), 
kept by the chaplains, closely resembled civil 
parish church books, and were of two types: 
 
1. The chaplain of infantry and cavalry units 
kept Regimenten Kirchenbücher, while on 
campaign.  They may contain entries from 
several military units, and often include entries 
for all faiths in one book.  After 1870, 
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Regimental Church-books were no longer kept, 
the records instead were entered in the garrison 
church books. 
 
2. Garnison Kirchenbücher were kept by the 
chaplain at a fortress installation and may also 
include entries from several military units.  
Records of small garrisons may have been 
recorded in the civil church books. 
 
 Reference 2 estimates that, as of 1936, 
only about half of the military church books 
were still in existence.  Most of those still in 
existence today have probably been microfilmed 
and, if so, may be available from the Family 
History Library. 
 
 It is always possible that stray military 
records have been lodged in local archives and 
their existence not widely known.  Therefore the 
researcher is wise to check the civil archives in 
local and nearby garrison towns for the existence 
of military records.  In later years, muster lists 
may have been published in local newspapers. 
 
Some Things to Keep in Mind 
 
 First children were often born to military 
persons prior to the marriage of the parents and 
the birth recorded under the mother’s maiden 
name.  Unless the location of the garrison is 
specifically mentioned, the location mentioned 
may have been the dwelling place of the scribe 
entering or transferring the entry, and not the 
actual birthplace of the child. 
 
 Official records were sometimes extracted 
for each religious faith.  Separate Catholic 
Military Church records were begun in 1834.    
Deaths were often recorded in the local civil 
church books rather than the military books, as 
the fees for burial were paid to the local civil 
parish where the burial occurred. 

 
 Military church books also may contain 
records pertaining to other than the designated 
unit and may include foreign or transient 
soldiers.  Record entries in civil church-books 
may contain reference to the rank and 
organization of ex-soldiers who, years earlier 
had been mustered out of the service. 
 
 Part 2 of this Research Tip will include 
instructions for using the encyclopedic index 
volumes (References 1 & 2) to identify the 
probable military unit related to a geographic 
location, campaign, and time era, and for finding 
filmed records if they are available. 
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