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 Alsace – The Alsace region, for centuries 
a disputed territory, held by the Romans for 500 
years, first came under German influence in the 
10th century.  It was ruled by Germanic and 
Austrian interests until the 30 Years War (1618-
1648), during which it was largely devastated by 
the French and much of the land left 
uncultivated. 
 
 The Germanic people continued to use 
German as their native tongue.  Protestantism 
was professed by a large number of the 
inhabitants, and many identified with those folks 
to the east. 
 
 Lorraine - The Lorraine region as 
inherited in the 8th century by Lothar, grandson 
of Karl der Grosse, embraced a substantially 
larger area than the modern province.  Control of 
the territory was fragmented for several 
centuries, but by the 1300s had gradually come 
under French influence.  By the mid 1700s 
Lorraine, together with Alsace, were essentially 
French territories with pockets of German 
speaking inhabitants. 
 
 All of Alsace, and a portion of Lorraine 
and the upper valley of the Saar, came under 
German rule in accordance with the peace 
agreement of 10 May 1871. 
 
 During the late 1700s era, Germanic 
genealogical records from the Alsace and 
Lorraine areas may have been recorded in Latin, 
French, or German.  Dates were often given in 
accordance with the French Republican 
Calendar. 
 
 The calendar was issued 24 Nov 1793 and 
used until about 1806.  Year "I" started 22 
September 1792.  The years included twelve 
months, each of 30 days, plus a period called 
Sans-culottides, of 5 days (6 days in leap years) 
following the month of Fructidor. 
 
 The accompanying table may be used to 
convert dates to and from a conventional 
Gregorian calendar.  The numbers in the body of 
the table are the Gregorian dates corresponding 
to the beginning of the Republican months.  For 

example, 1 Messidor, IV Year of the Republic, 
coincided with 19 June 1797. 
 
 An ordinary modern pocket or desk 
calendar of any year except leap year can be 
used to "count off" when converting dates. 
 
 Example A:  To find the Republican date 
corresponding to 28 Aug 1801, find under 1801 
that August (left Column) 19 (main body of 
chart, under IX Year of the Republic), 
corresponds to Fructidor 1.  To find the 
Republican date for 28 August, start on a 
conventional calendar at 19 of August, naming it 
Fructidor "1" and count forward, calling out "2", 
"3" etc, stopping at the sought-for date of 28 
Aug, where your "call" is "10 Fructidor" IX 
Year of the Republic. 
 
 Example B:  To find the Gregorian 
(modern) date corresponding to 14 Prairial in 
the V (5th) Year of the Republic:  In left 
column of the conversion table read "1 Prairial = 
May:" and the corresponding date of 20 under 
the column headed "V" and year 1797.  Starting 
on 20 May of a conventional Gregorian 
calendar, call "Prairial 1" and count forward 
"Prairial 2", "3", "4" until reaching "14", and 
read from your conventional calendar the 
Gregorian date of 2 June (1797). 
 
 Example C:  Find the Republican date 
for 10 Mar 1798.  Under 1798 find 21 Mar = 1 
Germinal.  On a conventional calendar, start on 
21 Mar, naming it "1 Germinal", and count 
backwards "30 Ventôse", "29", "28" etc. until 
reaching 10 Mar, where the "call" is 20 Ventôse, 
Year V.  Special caution is required when 
"counts" cross month or year endings. 
 
There is a Web site for easier conversions, refer 
to http://www.calendarhome.com/converter/ 
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