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   Contents of emigration documents, if they 
are available, may yield impressions of the local 
political, economic, and social conditions extant 
at the time your immigrant left his or her 
homeland. 
 
  In earlier years those in bondage were 
granted manumission by landlords and noblemen, 
giving them permission to emigrate.  In the 19th 
century permits to emigrate were initiated in the 
local parish, pending approval at a various higher 
levels by the Amt, Kreis, Provincial, or Royal 
authorities.  Prior to the unification of Germany 
in 1871 the format and content of the documents 
originated in different regions varied widely. 
 
 Permits to emigrate were agreements 
between an individual and a government entity 
and the content reflected conditions related to 
both parties:  If the area was overpopulated, 
peasants of limited "value" might have emigrated 
with little formality, and many may have just 
"left in the night", leaving no record that they had 
done so.  Freemen (Bürger) and craftsmen were 
likely to be more thoroughly examined.  During 
the 1700s those wishing to leave may have 
applied for immigration to "Ungarn" (Hungary), 
because permission was more easily obtained but 
subsequently settled in the American colonies. 
 
 In the later 1800's most European 
governmental levels demanded the emigrant be 
free of debt, and any civil or social encumbrance 
or controversy.  Various jurisdictional authorities 
levied some kind of "fee" for leaving.  If a 
departing emigrant left without complying with 
the restrictions, the family he left behind was an 
obvious target for recrimination, and the 
immigrant’s inheritance rights might be denied. 
 
 In 1800, France conquered the domain of 
Württemberg, located in Southwest Germany.  
Napoleon elevated the status of the area from a 
"duchy" to a "Kingdom" and in 1806 it  became a 
member of the "Confederation of the Rhine".  
Some of its young men served as French 
conscripts during the Napoleonic campaigns. 
 
 After defeat of the French in 1815, 
Württemberg joined the "German 

Confederation", a relatively weak council, but 
nevertheless a precursor to the eventual German 
union that occurred decades later. 
 
 A substantial fraction of those living in 
Württemberg, as well as those who ruled them, 
were of the Catholic faith.  Württemberg strongly 
resisted overtures of Protestant Prussia.  In the 
decades before 1860, Württemberg found 
alliance with Bavaria, France, and Austria, and 
actually sided with Austria against Prussia during 
the Seven-Weeks War of 1866. See Reference 
No. 1. 
 
 The nervousness of the government 
regarding loyalty of those seeking to leave seems 
to be reflected in the conditions for emigration 
set forth in the sample permit. 
 
 Johann Jacob Gienger, an ancestor being 
researched by COPALAM member Barbara 
Connor, was a citizen of Neidlingen, Donau 
Kreis, a 17-year old administrator, and relative to 
some degree, of most of the council members. 
 
 His application, along with numerous other 
permits from Württemberg, appears on microfilm 
available from the Family History Library.   
Extractions of many of these 19th-century 
permits from Württemberg have been published 
in a multi-volume set, copies of which are 
available at Boulder Public Library Carnegie 
Branch and at Denver Public Library.  See 
Reference No. 2. 
 
 A translation of the emigration permit issued 
in 1860 to a 17 year-old "citizen", Johann Jacob 
Gienger follows:  
 
No. 10 Kingdom of Württemberg, Donau Kreis, 
District of Kirchheim 
 
Citizenship Renunciation Document - To 
Emigrate 
Emigrated 1860 (handwritten) 
 
 The undersigned Johann Jacob Gienger, 
single, estate administrator, born 16 January 
1843, therefore 17 years old, has acquired the 
desire to emigrate to North America and resettle 
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in that place, as made known through the 
accompanying documents.   With this intention 
he herewith, consciously and fully aware, 
renounces his citizenship rights for himself and 
his descendants, to any district in the Kingdom of 
Württemberg and in the same manner assumes 
responsibility that: 
 
 Within a time limit of one year from his 
emigration, he will not serve against the King of 
Württemberg or the Kingdom of Württemberg, 
and for the same time, with reference to anything 
after migration which could possibly come by 
word of mouth about such suspected activity will 
be reported to the authorities of the Kingdom, 
furthermore for the fulfillment of this agreement 
I, Bernhardt Hepperle, Administrator, and Citizen 
of Neidlingen, take responsibility for immediate 
payment of all debts which may be announced. 
 
 
 Prepared at Neidlingen 28 January 1860 
  Jacob Gienger 
  Citizen Bernhardt Hepperle 
                     
 The undersigned parish council certifies that: 
 
1.  The aforesaid, bailsman, who undersigned 

with his own hand, has the required 
proficiency (authority) to enter into this 
citizenship agreement. 

2.  No specific objection has arisen to the 
intended emigration of this family member. 

3.  There is no pending examination (of the 
applicant) and also no evidence of 
incomplete charges that have been lodged. 

4.  No known objections by the auctioneer. 
5.  No known obligations which could be 

fulfilled only by personal presence (of the 
applicant). 

6.  Assets to be exported:  100 fl. 
7.  That the emigrants nativity documents, 

specifically his (public) service book, travel 
record, shepherd's service book, travel visa, 
and identification papers have been taken 
away. 

 
Completed at Neidlingen 28 Jan 1860 
The consent to the documented emigration 
attested to by the representative (of the council), 

Jacob Hepperle Fees:  14 gr. 
Parish Council:  Rösch, Kuntes(?), Habler, 
Hepperle: Signature: Hepperle. 
            
 
 From the side of the Orphans’ Court, Frasch 
(insert) stands no objection in the way. 
Attested; Neidlingen 30 January 1860 , Orphans’ 
Court, Rösch, Hepperle, Frasch 
 
Royal District Office at Kirchheim Prepared 30 
January 1860 
             
 The above-named Johann Jacob Gienger of 
Neidlingen has indicated that he wants to 
emigrate to North America, and presented the 
attached prescribed renouncement documents 
upon which depended the approval of the parish 
council that concluded that no obstacle stands in 
the way. 
 
Conclusion: 
1.  The above-named person is to be discharged 

from the Kingdom of Württemberg and the 
parish-area of Neidlingen and the documents 
to be accepted. 

2.  The name of the emigrant is to be entered in 
the journal of emigrants and the (fact of) his 
emigration published. 

3.  The duplicate of the renouncement document 
is to be returned for preservation by the local 
archives. 

 Attested to by:  Royal (Provincial) 
Jurisdictional Office - J (?) del 
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