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 Train travel in Germany and neighboring 
countries is a unique experience, quiet, relaxing 
and without the need for constant surveillance 
and real-time decisions needed for auto travel.  
American tourists, many of whom are not 
accustomed to cross-country travel by train, can 
add a new dimension of adventure by traveling 
by rail. 
 
 German trains, large and small, are 
consistently clean and on time.  The countryside 
view through large windows, often from a height 
above the surrounding terrain, is in many ways 
superior to the view from an auto. 
 
 Larger German Cities are connected by high-
speed, non-stop trains such as the Inter-City 
Express (ICE or ee-tsay-ay) that connect main 
stations at regional centers.  From these stations, 
regional lines connect medium sized cities and 
provide connections to branch lines that serve a 
surprising number of smaller towns and villages.  
The countryside network operates under the 
moniker of Deutsche Bahn or DB. 
 
 Your travel agent may be of assistance with 
travel on the major routes and finding upscale 
accommodations in the larger cities, however you 
can, and should, do most of your own planning 
for travel in the hinterland. 
 
 In preparing for your trip, pack simply and 
compactly, taking only what you can easily 
handle yourself on moderate inclines and 
sidewalk curbs.  Luggage with rollers is essential. 
 
Schedules - You can access unofficial train 
schedules between the larger cities via the 
Internet at www.bahn.de   This will give you a 
good idea of the possibilities for the first and 
subsequent major legs of your journey. 
 
 You can obtain an official itinerary for 
destinations on the regional branches from the 
ticket clerk at a rail station after you arrive in 
Germany.  It is best to have a tentative itinerary 
prepared, with the destinations written out.  This 
will simplify the work of the agent and minimize 
confusion about place-names. 
 

  Schedules of arrival (Ankunft) and departure 
(Abfahrt) times, using 24-hour clock-time, are 
posted in the main hall and on all track platforms 
of each railroad station.  To the right of each time 
is given the name and number of the train, the 
track number, and the cities through which the 
train will pass. 
 
 On board each train are detailed schedule 
(Reiseplan) pamphlets listing transfer points and 
schedules for all connecting branch lines. 
 
Tickets and Passes - Even if you travel by rail 
only at the beginning and end of your vacation, a 
rail pass will probably cost less than individual 
tickets.   Each day (24 hr period) during which 
the pass is used adds to the cost.  Information, 
country and regional passes, and reservations are 
available in the USA from Dertravel Services, 
800-782-2424, www.dertravel.com. 
 
 A pre-purchased rail-pass must be validated 
by a ticket agent prior to use.  Once validated, if 
no seat reservations are needed or desired, one 
need not visit the ticket window, but need only 
show his or her pass to the conductor when 
asked.  Those without reservations can usually 
find an empty or unreserved seat on regional 
lines, but reservations are recommended for rides 
on the ICE or other high-speed trains. 
 
Staying Overnight - Travel by rail allows you to 
conveniently reach suburban villages where 
accommodations are less expensive and, for 
some travelers, the native culture is more 
pleasant than that of a larger city.  And you can 
always take a local train to the city for 
sightseeing. 
 
 Hotels and Inns (Pensionen) with addresses 
on Bahnhofstrasse are likely to be located near 
the train station.  With a little patience and the 
Internet you can plan your entire trip and make 
the reservations from your desk at home. 
 
 Buy or borrow a copy of a comprehensive 
guide such as Michelin's Hotel and Inn Directory, 
$26 at local bookstores.  The book has maps 
showing the location of inns in the larger cities, 
and lists hundreds of inn locations.  Many have 
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E-mail addresses. Rates and amenities are 
itemized, and the overall quality is rated.  You 
can write to the inns in either English or German.  
Be sure to state your arrival and departure dates, 
even if staying for only one night. 
 
Reservations - The first leg of your train trip is 
likely to be via a high-speed train running 
between relatively large cities and if possible you 
should make a reservation before you leave 
home.  The reservation must be made through a 
travel agent and the usual charge is around $25.  
After arriving in Germany you can make 
reservations at any train station for a cost of only 
5 DM ($2.50). 
 
 Your reservation ticket, as received by mail 
or from a ticket agent, will list the departure 
location, date, time, train number, car number 
and seat number.  When you find your seat on the 
train it will be marked with a small card that has 
been inserted by the conductor, noting the trip 
segment for which the seat is reserved. 
 
Stations and Tracks - The word Hauptbahnhof 
(main train station) is universal in the vocabulary 
of tourists and natives.  One can nearly always 
get correct instructions for reaching there or, if 
starting there, for another destination. 
 
 The Hauptbahnhof is also usually the 
terminus of the local S-Bahn (Strassenbahn) or 
U-Bahn (Untergrundbahn).  Rail passes may be, 
but are usually not, valid on city trains.  When 
seeking a particular track (Gleis), take care to 
note any prefix such as S, U, DB (Deutsches 
Bahn) that accompanies the number. 
 
 Tickets (Fahrkarten) for city trains (street 
cars) can be purchased via vending machines, at a 
designated ticket booth (Fahrkartenschalter) at 
the main train station, or in the suburbs, at cigar 
stores or other shops near the train stops. 
 
Navigating With a Road Atlas - An atlas 
(Strassenatlas), such as a Shell Road Atlas, is 
usually available at bookstores in airports, 
railroad stations, or larger bookstores in the US.  
The smaller editions, for modern-day Germany 
sell for as little as 20 DM  ($10).  The maps are 

1:300,000 (1" = 4.6 mi), the book includes a 
village index of about 50,000 place-names, 
general and downtown maps of larger cities, and 
most important, shows the route and transfer 
points for all the rural rail lines. 
 
 Before you leave home you can plan your 
countryside trip, choosing your tentative routing, 
and overnight stopping points.  Take your road 
atlas with you on your trip.  Seated in the parlor 
car, you can follow the route, identify the branch 
lines, whistle-stop villages, and scenic areas on 
the way to your ancestral village. 
 
Getting to Your Village - The last leg of rail trip 
toward your village is likely to be via one or 
more regional trains, and it may be necessary to 
make a transfer (Umsteigen) at an intermediate 
junction.  The detailed itinerary received when 
you purchased your ticket will list transfer points.  
With the aid of your road atlas, you can easily 
verify the intervening stops and be ready for the 
point of transfer, even though you may not 
understand the call of the conductor. 
 
 Gather your belongings and be ready to exit 
promptly.  Many small trains have manually 
operated exit doors.  If you are the sole departing 
passenger, indicate to a fellow traveler that you 
would like help with the door and he or she will 
gladly also help with your luggage until you are 
secure on the platform. 
 
 Taxis ply their trade at the local train station 
and will quickly respond to a request for delivery 
to a neighboring village.  If your knowledge of 
German is limited, it is best to show the driver 
the written name of the village, rather than risk 
misunderstanding. 
 
 At your village destination you can ask to be 
let off at the church, (an der Kirche), or village 
center (Dorfmitte).  Clerks at the local 
convenience store or pub (Kneipe) will know 
everyone in town, including anyone with whom 
you may have been corresponding, or at least 
someone who speaks English.  They will also be 
glad to call the taxi to pick you up when you 
have completed your visit. 


