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 The outline below was used as a handout at a 
talk before the Denver group of the American 
Historical Society of Germans from Russia 
(AHSGFR).  The organization selected the topic in 
hopes of expanding their ideas for finding the 
village of origin for ancestors who migrated to the 
German enclaves in Russia during the 1760s and 
later years.  With some modification, the contents 
also become applicable to those researching 
German emigrants to the American colonies during 
the colonial period. 
 
 A sought-for village of origin may have been 
near, or even identical to that of immigrants who 
traveled to the colonies together, were related in 
some way, or settled nearby after arrival. 
 
 Passenger arrival and loyalty lists, if 
compiled according to arrival ship, reveal names of 
those who traveled together, although they rarely 
give the village of origin.  Reference No. 1 lists 
many, but not all, of the German immigrants 
arriving at Philadelphia between 1727 and the late 
1700s.  Some lists for other Atlantic ports were 
generated but many for individual voyages have 
evidently not survived. 
 
 Neighbors in colonial dwelling places are 
sometimes revealed in records of warrants, 
surveys, and patents.  Those for Pennsylvania are 
available on microfilm via the Family History 
Library (FHL).  See Reference No. 2. 
 
 The earliest dwelling places, and mention of 
extended families may be included in published 
sources.  Sources may give valuable clues as to 
family origin in Germany even if they concern 
immigrants who came at other times. 
 
 If the surname is relatively rare, a search of 
published sources may be fruitful.  American 
publications, such as References No. 3 to No. 6, tie 
colonial immigrant families to European forbearers 
and places.  If the surname is relatively rare, a 
search of European publications, such as Reference 
No. 11, may yield a clue to the family origin. 
 
 When a clue indicating the geographic region 
is available, a search of large databases, such as the 

International Genealogical Index, those on the 
Internet, or even the modern unified German 
telephone directory may yield a geographic pattern 
of surname occurrence.  Surnames occurring in 
directories for small villages and towns are most 
significant.  Name occurrences in the larger cities 
can rarely be used as clues. 
 
 The word Palatine was at times used to 
indicate German-speaking immigrants from a 
much larger area than the presently defined 
"Pfalz".  Even if your ancestor was said to have 
been from the Pfalz, without strong evidence you 
should not limit your search to the modern "Pfalz" 
area, but extend it to the other areas lying on both 
sides of the Rhine River. 
 
Geographical Surprises 
 
 The Pfalz (located west of the Rhein), was 
ruled by Bavaria (Bayern) from the early 1800s 
until 1871, and is sometimes referred to as the 
Bavarian Palatinate or Bayerische Pfalz. 
 
 Ober-Pfalz is a district in eastern Bayern, near 
the Czech border, and not part of Rheinische Pfalz. 
 
 Oldenburg, as of 1871, controlled a small 
region imbedded in the Rheinland, closely 
neighboring the Pfalz, and within the area covered 
by Hacker's abstracts of Pfalz-Saarland 
immigration permits, Reference No. 9, first item.  
Villages in the area are cataloged under 
GERMANY, OLDENBURG. 
 
 Kurpfalz - The name of an earlier domain, 
straddling the Rhein River, consisting of "The 
Pfalz" (Palatinate), plus adjacent parts of Baden, 
and Bayern.  
 
 Church-record domains changed over the 
centuries, and in some areas the evolution was 
complicated.  Protestant families may have 
attended either Lutheran or Reformed (later 
Evangelical) churches at various times depending 
on local circumstances. 
 
 An excellent index and guide to local church-
record jurisdiction and hierarchy is available at the 
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local FHC as one of the 100 Most Used 
Genealogical References on Microfiche.  The full 
title is (Verzeichnis der protestantischen 
Kirchenbücher der Pfalz) compiled by Von 
Wolfgang Eger, Verlag der Landarchiv usw., 
Karmeliterstr 1-3, 56065 Koblenz - 1975. 
 
Research in the Family History Library (FHL) 
 
 The (FHL) Locality Catalog for Germany - 
Sources are described on "cards" grouped for each 
provincial domain as they existed in 1871 and 
alphabetized according to village names. 
 
 Rheinpfalz village sources are intermixed with 
those of Bavaria because Pfalz was under Bavarian 
administration as of 1871 and are indexed under 
Bayern, with NO reference to the fact that they lay 
in the Pfalz west of the Rhein River.  For example 
the finding aid for one of the larger cities in the 
Pfalz, namely Kaiserslautern reads, merely: 
 
GERMANY, BAYERN, KAISERSLAUTERN 
 
 The "cards" can be viewed either on 
Microfiche or by computer: 
 
 Microfiche Locality Index - A "gazetteer" at 
the beginning of the German section gives finding 
phrases for locating the "cards" for villages for 
which records are available in the FHL. 
 
 Computer-Based Locality Index - Use 
Locality Browse Mode. (Ask librarian for 
assistance if needed.)  Enter the first two or three 
letters of village name.  Do not enter a state or 
country.  When list appears, scroll to the desired 
village and province name.  If village name does 
not appear, records may be cataloged under the 
name of a nearby village.  If sought-for place-name 
appears, select [enter] to see list of available 
subject categories. 
 
 General subjects, pertaining to various regions, 
or the entire Pfalz area, such as census 
enumerations, archival card files, and historical 
topics are indexed under: 
 
 GERMANY, BAYERN, PFALZ 

 
 The International Genealogical Index (IGI) - 
Is an alphabetical Index, including all of Germany, 
of surname and given names and associated birth 
and marriage dates and locations.  Data has been 
submitted by patrons and LDS members, or 
extracted from original and secondary sources. 
 
 Localities in the Pfalz where birth or marriage 
events took place may be indicated by the name of 
the village followed by any of the following:  
Pfalz, Rheinpfalz or Bayerische Pfalz, or by just 
Germany. 
 
 When seeking the village of origin of one with 
an unusual surname, clues can sometimes be 
obtained by plotting locations associated with the 
surname, as mentioned in the IGI, on a detailed 
map, such as those in the German Road Atlas of 
Reference No. 5.1 
 
Research Aids 
 
 INSTRUCTIONAL LECTURE BY NOTED 
PALATINE RESEARCHER - Genealogical 
Research in the Pfalz, Dr. Alfred Kuby, Lecture 
given at PA Chapter of Palatines to America 1985, 
Audio Recording - 3 reels, Boulder Public Library 
Carnegie Branch, Pine Street and Broadway, 
Boulder CO 
 
 JOURNALS - Pfälzisch-Rheinische 
Familienkunde (Journal of Family Heritage of 
Rheinland Pfalz), Published quarterly since 1952 
by the Arbeitsgemeinschaft Pfälzische-Rheinishce 
Familienkunde, Rottstr. 17 (Stadtarchiv), 67061 
Ludwigshafen/Rhein.  Contains family historical 
articles, extracts of genealogical data, queries from 
other researchers, etc.  Queries and ancestral 
search lists are published, for subscribers, free of 
charge.  Issues since 1983 are available at DPL.  A 
surname index covering issues 1952-1981 is 
available on Film via the Family History Library. 
 
 PALATINE IMMIGRANT CARD FILE - 
Institut für pfälzische Geschichte u.Volkskunde 
(Institute for Palatine History and Folklife 
Studies), Benzinoring 6, Postfach 2860, 67657 
Kaiserslautern.  Formerly called the 
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"Heimatstelle".  Over a million cards, 300,000 for 
immigrants from the Palatinate, most of which give 
name, destination, origin, and source of 
information.  Probably acceptable to submit 
inquiries in English.  Enclose at least three 
International Response Coupons, available from 
most U S P S stations. 
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