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 Few other genealogical discoveries can 
match the experience of finding the European 
village of origin of your early ancestor in the 
family papers or during a search of original 
sources. But in many cases, particularly for 18th 
century ancestors, this will not be possible, since 
immigrants often left their homeland, arrived in 
the colonies, and lived out their lives without 
leaving any surviving records of their origin. 
 When this is the case the researcher may 
resort to a less sophisticated research technique, 
called by some genealogists "fishing", that is 
surveying the available published material in 
hopes of finding a specific reference to the 
family line, or at least a clue as to the village of 
origin. "Fishing" is easy, but is also fraught with 
pitfalls. To maximize the possibility of success, 
follow the following rules. 
 Be sure you have "de-anglicized" your 
ancestral name, and also postulated reasonable 
spelling variations. 
 Search only for unusual names. If your 
ancestral name is common, search for the origin 
of a neighbor, relative, or associate such as a 
baptismal sponsor or legal witness, who must 
have come from the same locality. 
 Reduce the geographic area being considered 
through the use of other clues and the study of 
immigration trends for the time era. If your 
ancestor appears on passenger arrival or 
naturalization lists, study the known origin and 
destination of fellow passengers for clues. 
 Remember that unless you find a specific 
reference to your ancestor, correlatable by name 
and date, the associated place is suspect and 
should be considered as only a possible place of 
origin. Expect to do considerable additional 
research to confirm the place of origin before 
proceeding with research on the previous 
generations. 
 Below are listed some works published in 
America which correlate surnames and 
European places of origin. Estimates of the 
number of surnames and localities indexed in the 

sources are also included. In addition to these 
major publications, most of which are in the 
Denver Public Library (DPL), there are other 
major works published in Europe and dozens of 
monograms and periodical articles published in 
both Europe and the USA that can be searched. 
 
 
1. Burgert, Annette K., 18th Century Emigrants 
from German-Speaking Lands: 
 Vol. 1.  Northern Kraichgau 2070 Surnames, 
225 Locations 
 Vol. 2. Western Palatine 1840 Surnames, 
500 Locations 
 Vol. 3.  Westerwald (Co-author Jones) (DPL 
G929.373 B911we.)   (Data from small but 
important geographic areas from which 
"Palatines" emigrated. Colonial locations in 
which the immigrants settled are also identified, 
offering the possibility of additional correlation 
with known ancestral locations.) 
 
 
2. Yoder, Don, Rheinland Emigrants, 
Genealogical Publishing Co., Baltimore, MD 
1985. (DPL 929.373 R345) 
 
 
3. Schenk, Trudy and Froelke, Ruth, The 
Württemberg Emigration Index, 5 Vols. (DPL 
0929.373 S324wu.) Contains the lists of 19th 
Century emigrants to many destinations. Each 
volume lists about 12,000 entries. (Never mind 
that most emigrants were headed to places other 
than the American colonies, and during a later 
time era than our Palatines. The data of interest 
is the correlation between location and family 
surname.) 
 
 
4. Stumpf, Karl, The Emigration from 
Germany to Russia in the Years 1763 to 1862, 
Amer. Historical Soc. of Germans from Russia, 
Lincoln, Nebraska, 1978 (DPL 0929.347 
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S934em). (32,000 Surnames, 1,000 Place names. 
Covers emigration from a wide geographic area, 
much of which occurred simultaneously with 
emigration to America.) 
 
5. Krebs, Friederick, Immigrants from the 
Palatine to the Amer. Colonies in the 18th 
Century, Pennsylvania German Folklore Soc., 
1951, A list of immigrants to the American 
colonies from Zweibrücken, Pennsylvania 
German Soc., 1953. (LDS) 
 
6. Yoder, Don, Pennsylvania German 
Immigrants, Genealogical Publishing Co., 
Baltimore, MD, 1984 (Lists consolidated from 
other volumes or publications by the author). 
 
7. Jones, Henry Z., The Palatine Families of 
New York, Universal City, California, 1985. 
(DPL-G929.1747 J717pal). (847 Families, 3,700 
Surnames, 1,200 Place names. Emigration of 
1709-1710, many of which eventually moved to 
Pennsylvania. These emigrants came a 
generation earlier than the main Palatine influx, 
and consequently there may be correspondingly 
more descendants per immigrant than for the 
later arrivals.)  
 
8. Zimmerman, Gary J. and Wolfert, Marion, 
Lists of Passengers Bound from Bremen to N. Y. 
1847-1867, 3 Volumes, The Genealogical 
Publishing Co., Baltimore, MD 1985-1986 (DPL 
929.373 Z65ge).  (30,000 Surnames (Vol.2). 
Names taken from U. S. arrival lists in which the 
origin happened to be given.) 
 
9. Smith, Clifford Neal, Cumulative Surname 
Index and Soundex for Monographs 1 through 
12. (DPL 0929.373 S644cu). (A convenient 
index for several smaller monographs which 
should be checked.)  
 
10. Filby, P. Wm. & Meyer, Mary K. Passenger 
and Immigration Lists Index, 3 Vols. 1981 plus 
1983-1989 supplements. (Indexes names from 

over a thousand references, principally 
passenger lists and other records generated in 
America, most of which do not give village of 
origin. However over 10% of the sources either 
make specific reference to a German location or 
indicate that the village of origin for the 
immigrants can be found in the original source. 
The lists also include names taken from 
numerous small and obscure monograms and 
periodical articles, originated both in the US and 
in Europe, and from significant works such as 
some of the other references listed above.) 
 
11. Family History Center, International 
Genealogical Index (IGI), Salt Lake City UT, 
(Also at local FHC). Microfiche records of 
births and marriages, associating thousands of 
German surnames with locations. (A popular 
and very tempting source for determining the 
village of origin. Must be used with caution. 
Some entries originate from submissions by 
other researchers; many entries are from 
extraction projects. Extracted records include 
only a small fraction of the parishes, and even 
unusual surnames may appear so frequently 
correlated with a single location that one is 
tempted to believe that the surname occurs only 
in that one locality. One must bear in mind that 
the name may also occur in other parishes for 
which the entries have not yet been extracted.) 
 (Also, the initial extractions were sometimes 
made from previously transcribed records, 
which may have only covered the larger 
parishes. Family names of the early Palatines, 
many who came from the tiny parishes in rural 
areas, may not yet appear in the extracted lists. 
As more extraction is done the records will 
become more uniform. In the meantime, unless 
one finds a specific record, correlatable in name 
and date with a known ancestor or member of a 
collateral line, the researcher should consider 
localities found in the IGI only as one of several 
possibilities for the village of origin.)  


