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[Note:  A word of caution.  The Web references 
may have changed since this publication.] 
 
 The Internet, like other tools or resources, 
becomes more useful as one gains experience and 
becomes familiar with its organization.  Like a 
good library, there are lots of helpful sources.  
There is also a multitude of paths to other 
interesting information possibly not pertinent to 
our search, and the temptation to stray is almost 
irresistible.  My solution is to jot down the address 
of the diversion, for later use, and press on towards 
my objective. 
 Much of the information on the Internet has 
been previously available for those who traveled to 
the location.  Now the contents of many of the 
local sources have been entered on-line and can be 
remotely accessed via the Internet. 
 And of course we are all looking for the pot of 
gold:  the researcher who has documented 14 
generations of the family of the same Friedrich 
Meyer for whom we are searching. Or an E-mail 
contact that lives near an ancestral village or is 
possibly even a distant cousin. 
 Below are listed some addresses with hints on 
how they may be helpful.  Be careful when 
entering the addresses.  One small error and your 
browser will tell you the page does not exist. 
 
LISTS OR DIRECTORIES 
Cindy's list -  www.cyndislist.com  - now has 
over 54,000 addresses.  They are well catalogued, 
but more specific lists may save time.  Even paging 
through the section for new listings, takes 
considerable time.  When searching for German 
resources, scroll down the list until you get to 
Germany-Deutschland. 
 
The German Genealogy site is a good place to 
start German Research on the Internet.  The menu 
has been reorganized to ease the task of finding the 
subject-area.  Some of the addresses listed later 
appear on this site. 
www.genealogienetz.de/genealogy.html 
 
The Federation of Eastern European Family 
History Societies (FEEFHS) Web page has a 
great many listings of sources and a very good 

section on German maps.   Maneuvering about the 
site may be a bit difficult, but the search engine 
provided can be used perform a word search to 
find areas where you may find information.      
www.sfeefhs.org/  
 
Rootsweb was one of the first Web sites designed 
to support genealogical research.  They host a great 
many other organizations and mail lists and have 
one of the larger surname databases.  You can 
search the archived files of some of the 
genealogical discussion groups for surnames, 
locations, or topics. 
www.rootsweb.ancestory.com 
 
TRANSLATORS 
Include the Alta Vista Translation page address 
in your Favorites or Bookmarks.  It is a free 
translator between 14 languages and can be used in 
two ways:  either copy the text to be translated 
onto the blank page provided (copy by highlighting 
text then control-c, move to the new page, paste 
with control-v), or type or paste an address of a file 
onto the page which will then be translated into 
English. 
babelfish.altavista.com/translate.dyn 
 
LOCATORS 
You should also have in your Favorite or 
Bookmark list addresses of sites that search for 
towns.  For information on towns in present-day 
Germany, send an e-mail to geo@genealogy.net 
 Text entered in the Subj: blank is not 
significant.  In the body of the message enter the 
place-name for which you are searching.  Several 
other search criteria can be used such as entering 
only the initial letters of the name, or adding an * 
in place of a group of letters which are uncertain. 
 You will receive the name of the County, 
State, ZIP, population, coordinates, and the 
numbers of maps. 
 Another locator for areas inside and outside of 
present-day Germany is called the JewishGen 
Shtetleseeker.  For names of towns that are 
entered, it will find alternate names that are no 
longer commonly used and locate towns with 
names similar to the name entered.  Entering the 
site location as a bookmark avoids the need to go 
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through several layers of menus during use. 
www.jewishgen.org/communities/#shtetlseeker/ 
 
TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES FOR 
GERMANY 
http://www.d-info.de/telserver.htm - Takes a 
while to load but easy to use.  Also gives street 
addresses. 
http://www.teleauskunft.de  - Also good. 
http://www.teleinfo.de/abfragen/bin/daten.pl 
 
GERMAN POSTAL ZONE INDEX 
(POSTLEITZAHLEN) 
www.informatik.uni-frankfurt.de/plz 
Enter village name (Ort) and for larger cities the 
street name and number (Strassenummer).  Yields 
5-digit number but does not give alphabetized list 
of villages. 
 
U.S.A. COUNTY INFORMATION 
 Use USGENWEB for finding local stateside 
information. Volunteers have set up Web pages for 
each county. Select the state and then from the 
state Web page the county of your choice. 
www.usgenweb.org/statelinks.html 
 
 Associated with this network are the county 
mail lists which are something like the old party-
line telephone:  If you subscribe to one, you will 
receive all the mail sent to the county group; if you 
send a letter to the list, it will go to all subscribers.  
The address to sign up for a mail list is usually 
given on the county Web page. 
 Most mail lists are hosted by a large genealogy 
internet server called RootsWeb, where the sign-
up instructions can also be found under the list of 
Downloadable Files titled "User Mailing Lists": 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com 
 
 There are also mail lists for most of the states 
of Germany supported by knowledgeable and 
helpful people.  The traffic is not nearly as large as 
on some of the other areas.  The directions to 
subscribe to the mail lists are given on the German 
Genealogy page listed earlier, and on: Genealogy 
Resources. 
www.members.aol.com/gfsjohnf/gen_mail_coun
try-ger.html 

 
ASSORTED GENERAL-INTEREST SITES 
 Diversions are good for the soul. At times one 
may want to search for information  pertaining to a 
general area or time period.  One source passed to 
me through a mail-list was the transcription of a 
journal of a German immigrant, capturing his 
thoughts before, during and after his trip to 
America in 1843. 
http://members.aol.com/sycophant4/bohn1843.h
tm 
 
Another diary of an immigrant, Friedrich Nohl, 
who came to America in 1849, can be found at: 
http://www.crossmyt.com/hc/gen/nohlmigd.html 
 
A special-area Web page that concentrates on the 
Slovakian area has collected surnames since 1996 
and has much other information. 
http://www.iarelative.com 
 
A site with links to German universities is found 
at:/ http://w3.arizona.edu/~germanst/germany/ 
 
MAPS 
A description of the Maps, Atlases, and a few 
books can be viewed on-line at Genealogy 
Unlimited in Provo or Orem UT.  Items can be 
ordered by phone. 
http://www.itsnet.com/home/genun/public_html
/index.html 
 
  When you try any of the above-mentioned 
directories, you will find much more information 
available and even experienced users continue to 
find new sources.  Happy surfing and successful 
hunting. 
 


