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 One of the best-kept secrets for German 
Genealogical researchers is the existence of a 
treasure of German Research reference books on 
FICHE, available at many local Family History 
Centers (FHC). 
 
 Two Research Guides, published by the 
Family History Library (FHL) in Salt Lake City, 
describe the contents of the reference works as 
United States Microfiche Reference Collection:  
Part I and Microfiche Reference Collection: Part 
2.   These collections are commonly referred to as 
the "Most-Used Genealogical References on 
Microfiche".  Each part includes about 100 
volumes, of which nearly 20 are directly applicable 
to research in German-speaking areas.  These 
Guides are available for purchase at the local FHC. 
 
 Use of the references can save the task of 
finding, and the expense and delay of ordering, the 
FICHE from FHL.  In some centers the existence 
and availability of the collection may not be not 
widely known.  Help from a knowledgeable 
librarian may be necessary to access the 
collections. 
 
 The collections include selected gazetteers of 
place-names, parish registers, and church and civil 
jurisdictions for villages of the German provinces 
and neighboring states, invaluable to the researcher 
in finding the village of origin and the availability 
of records. 
 
 Most of the gazetteers are in German. This 
should not discourage those not fluent in the 
language.  The material is listed in nearly an all-
alphabetical form, follows a uniform, tabular 
format, and, in most cases, is no more difficult to 
decipher than the material in a German-English 
pocket dictionary. 
 
 In using the volumes indexing church and civil 
records, the date of publication must be kept in 
mind.  Available records and storage locations 
given in the volumes may no longer be valid. 
 
 Many, if not most, of the records referred to in 
the volumes have been filmed by the FHL.  The 

guides may be especially valuable to determine the 
possible existence, and probable location, of those 
records that have not been filmed by the FHL and, 
therefore, are not listed in the FHL Locality 
Catalogs. 
 
 The descriptions below are followed by the 
FICHE call number and, in parenthesis, the 
number of FICHE items in the set. 
 
GERMANY 
 
Gazetteer of Germany - Meyers Orts- und 
Verkehrs- Lexikon des Deutsches Reiches. An 
index showing place-names, parishes, civil registry 
offices, postal, railroad, and commercial facilities 
as of 1912. This is the granddaddy of German 
place name gazetteers.  The volume is composed 
in Gothic script font and highly abbreviated; 
however an extensive guide to the abbreviations is 
included.  Jurisdictions correspond to those used in 
the FHL Locality Catalog and include areas 
comprising the German Empire at its greatest 
extent, many of which are not included in 
"modern" German gazetteers. 
 
 When using the gazetteer it is advisable to 
make a photocopy of the entries of interest and the 
guide to the abbreviations.  To use most 
effectively, follow the guidelines given in 
Forschunghilfe No. 26, "Using Meyers German 
Gazetteer", published in the June 1997 Colorado 
Chapter PALAM Newsletter. 6000001 (29) [Note: 
The publication, “How to Read & Understand 
Meyers Orts- und Verkehrs- Lexikon des 
Deutschen Reichs” became available in 2003.] 
 
Gazetteer of "Modern" Germany - 1958.  Müller's 
grosses deutsches Ortsbuch.  Village index giving 
Kreis, civil districts and other civil divisions.  Does 
not include place-names of former German 
villages now in Poland and Russia.   
60000343-54 (12) 
 
Gazetteer of German locations East of the Oder-
Neisse Rivers under foreign (Polish and Russian) 
jurisdiction. (Müller's Verzeichnis der jenseits der 
Oder Neisse gelegenen Ortschaften) 1958, in 
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German, printed in Latin font.  First section 
indexes villages by German names, second section 
indexes by foreign (Polish or Russian) name.   
60000340-42. 
 
Bayern, Pfalz Church Records - Die 
Protestantischen Kirchbücher der Pfalz by 
Wolfgang Eger, 1960.  An index and inventory of 
the available Protestant church books for villages 
in "The Palatinate".  The book is thoroughly cross-
referenced so that the user can quickly determine 
the "parent" jurisdiction for any village, for any 
period of time.  
 
Gazetteers of Parish and Civil Jurisdictions, based 
on Gemeindelexikon Königreich Preussen, 1905, 
in English.  Compiled by Steve S. Barthel:  
 Ostpreußen, 605321 (2) 
 Westpreußen, 6053523 (4) 
 
Church Record Inventories:  Shows year for which 
church records of births, marriages, and deaths are 
[were] available: 
 Württemburg, by M. Duncker 1938 -  
  6053528 (4) 
 Thüringen, by Karl Güldenapfel 1931 -  
  6053525 (1) 
 Rheinprovinz, by Anton Krudewig 1977 -  
  6053535 (1) 
 Hessen, Otfried Praetorius 1939 - 6053529 (3) 
 
Church and Civil Record Inventory, Schlesien 
(Silesia), by Erich Randt 1938 - Shows years for 
which civil and church records of births, marriages 
and deaths are [were] available. 6053530 (4) 
 
Church Records of Mecklenburg - Mecklenburgs 
Familiengeschichtliche Quellen by Carl August 
Engler, 1936.  In Gothic type, alphabetized by 
village name, giving type of record, name of 
archive where stored and the dates covered.  
60000834 (2) 
 

OTHER GERMAN-SPEAKING AREAS 
 & REFERENCES 
 
Emigration and Immigration - The Emigration 
from German to Russian in the Years 1763-1862, 
compiled by Karl Stumpp.  Gives the village of 
origin for thousands of German families.  A useful 
source when searching for origins of families 
having unusual surnames. 6000829 (12) 
 
Genealogical Handbook of German Research, 
Larry O. Jensen, 1978.  Basic guide to 
genealogical research in Germany includes 
description and examples of records, handwriting 
samples, and research strategies. 6000366-8 (3) 
[Note:  Revised edition dated 1980 is available.] 
 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA - Gazetteer in German, 
compiled by Rudolf M. Rohrer, 1927-28.  Index of 
village names, alphabetized according to the 
Czechoslovakian place-names.  Gives postal and 
railroad connections and also names of associated 
Protestant and Catholic parishes.  60000787 (19) 
 
POLAND - Genealogy Handbook and Manual - 
1938 (in German) - Introduction to German 
research in Poland, Posen, West Prussia and 
Galicia.  6053531 (4) 
 
SWITZERLAND - Geographical Gazetteer, 
1902-1910, 6 Vols, in German.  Dictionary of 
place-names giving civil and church affiliations for 
each village.  6053505 (66) 


