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 Hetrina sounds like it might be the name of an 
ancient Teutonic goddess, or perhaps a trendy new 
name for baby girls.  It is neither.  Some libraries, 
including Denver Public Library, catalog the 
acronym HETRINA directly, and the description 
on the source "card" explains that the full title is:  
Hessische Truppen in dem Amerikanishcen 
Unabhängigkeitskrieg or "Hessian Troops in the 
American War for Independence".  
 This genealogical source, consists of 4 
volumes (sometimes bound as 3), and was 
compiled as a computerized database by the 
archives at Marburg, under the leadership of 
Eckard G. Franz.  It gives the surname and given 
name, age, home village, rank, military specialty, 
unit, and documentary reference for over 10,000 
soldiers who saw service in German-speaking 
military units during the 1770's and 80's, some of 
which came to the aid of the British during the 
American Revolution.  
 Details in the introductory notes, printed in 
both German and English, describe the lists and 
give information about the origin of the troop 
units and their engagements in the field.  
 Researchers who suspect, or have concluded, 
that their German-speaking ancestor may have 
served, deserted, been captured, or willingly 
remained in America after the Revolution, may 
find clues in HETRINA to the ancestor's military 
activity in America.  Also, the mention of the 
soldiers’ home village, which often was also his 
birthplace, may lead to the discovery of earlier 
ancestors in the church books or other records 
pertaining to the location.  
 The HETRINA volumes also may be of use to 
researchers who, after considerable conventional 
research, have not found the village-of-origin of 
their ancestor but are in the habit of "surname 
searching" in published sources for occurrence of 
their unusual family names.  
 Volume 1 of the HETRINA lists contains the 
names of soldiers in units that came principally 
from Hesse-Nassau.  Mention is also made of 
troops from Hesse-Hanau, Waldeck, Brunswick, 
and Ansbach.  

 Appearing opposite the names of soldiers are 
listed as home provinces the name of many other 
German-speaking domains, including the states of 
Bavaria, Pfalz, Pommern, Brandenburg, Saxony, 
and most if not all other European countries 
including France, Switzerland, Austria, Denmark, 
Poland, Russia, Italy etc.  
One of the units from Hesse-Hanau was a 
volunteer unit, the so-called "Freicorps", 
supposedly consisting exclusively of recruits from 
"foreign" domains.  
 Listed surnames have been reduced to a 
"standard" or most-often-appearing form, and 
printed in a group.  Birth dates have been 
calculated based on age data when given in the 
original document, but should be considered as 
only approximate.  
 Data on individual soldiers has been extracted 
from the muster rolls and replacement records of 
the various military units, created in Europe or in 
the field in North America.  However, many of 
the troops, and quite a few of the troop units, 
never left Europe.  
 With regard to the accuracy of surnames and 
place-names, the lists are probably more reliable 
than some recently extracted American surname 
lists, such as arriving passenger lists, for several 
reasons:  1. The original documents were 
compiled by German-speaking clerks, who were 
likely to interpret and spell surnames and place 
names correctly; 2.  Most entries were compiled 
from several source records, tending to confirm 
the spelling and interpretation; and, 3. The 
surname-place name associations were those 
extant at the time (1770's), rather than the 
associations one might find in lists such as 
modern telephone books.  
 The geo-political history of the Hesse area is 
extremely complicated.  Charles M. Hall, in 
Reference No. 2, gives a good synopsis of the 
domain nomenclature and boundary changes.  
 Unless the approximate location is known, 
searching for a place name on a map is almost 
hopeless.  It is much easier to search in an 
alphabetized place-name list. Thankfully nearly 
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all of the place-names can be correlated with those 
in more modern gazetteers.  
 Reference No. 2 contains a comprehensive list 
of villages in Hesse and Rheinland-Pfalz.  But 
there is a substantial chance that your sought-for 
place name lies in another province, so it is wise 
to search for the village name in a Shell Atlas for 
Modern Germany, or Meyers Orts- und Verkehrs- 
Lexikon, which covers the entire German empire, 
at its greatest extent, as of 1913.  Meyers is 
available on microfiche at most Family History 
Centers as one of the 100 Most-Used 
Genealogical References.  
 HETRINA also provides some insight into the 
methods of military conscription and deployment 
by the small domains in German-speaking areas in 
the 1700's.  This insight may temper the 
impression given by American public-school 
history books published in the 20th century, which 
sometimes portrayed the "Hessians" as early-day 
"soldiers of fortune", serving strictly as voluntary 
mercenaries.  
 During the mid 1700's the German speaking 
area of Europe consisted of numerous small 
baronies, dukedoms, and neighboring 
principalities.  
 
 Significant migration was underway from the 
impoverished areas, to the eastern provinces, 
enclaves in Eastern Europe and Russia, and to the 
western hemisphere.  
 The Seven-Years War, another in the timeless 
series of struggles, ending in 1762, brought signs 
of budding nationalism under Prussian leadership, 
but yet another hundred years was to pass before a 
workable German unity was achieved. 
 
 Many of the domains were intertwined 
economically, politically, and through 
intermarriage or "placement" of members of the 
ruling class, not only with neighboring domains 
but also with foreign powers.  "Soldiers of 
fortune", both officers and troops, came from 
neighboring domains and distant lands to serve in 
military units, possibly without much traditional 
patriotic fervor. 

 
 Officers often served in the forces of 
neighboring provinces, seeking fame, rank and 
title bestowed upon those who engaged on the 
battlefields.  
 Families living in the smaller domains, which 
sometimes had little or no military organization, 
saw their sons recruited as volunteers or 
conscripted to serve in units of neighboring 
domains, to fulfill obligations, or support the 
extravagant life-style, of the ruling class.  
 Waldeck had, for the past 100 years prior to 
the American Revolution, routinely supplied 
mercenary troops, some of whom were volunteers, 
others conscripted, to other provinces.  In addition 
to initial payment, the ruler of Waldeck also 
received an additional bonus for each soldier 
killed or wounded.  
  Troops supplied to England for use against 
the Americans were at least initially, to have been 
all volunteers.  During the 1770's the rulers of 
Hesse-Nassau and Waldeck, to reduce their 
indebtedness to England, entered agreements to 
supply a quantity of troops for campaigns in 
Canada and the American colonies. 
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