
FORSCHUNGSHILFE 
Research Tips And Techniques For Finding Your Germanic Speaking Ancestor 

By L. T. Ostwald, 600 Juniper Av., Boulder CO 80304, 303-443-9466 
NO. 29 – USING THE INTERNATIONAL GENEALOGICAL INDEX FOR GERMANY 

 

 Page 1 of 3 © January 1998 

 
 Many research break-throughs have been 
made by following the clues found in the 
International Genealogical Index (IGI) compiled 
by the Family History Library (FHL).  The index 
brings together the three important genealogical 
parameters name, date, and place, for millions of 
birth and marriage events, and lists them 
alphabetically by surname.  The lists are 
accessible by using FICHE or the Family Search 
Computer. 
 
 Data entries in the IGI have been assembled, 
not only from various data banks at FHL, but also 
by extracting information from those parish 
records and other sources for which microfilm 
copies are available from the FHL.  The entries 
taken from microfilm copies of parish records can 
be traced directly to a primary source by 
consulting the batch-film index.  Instruction for 
this procedure can be obtained from personnel at a 
Family History Center (FHC) or at FHL. 
 
 Some researchers are fortunate in finding 
direct reference to their ancestor in the IGI, and 
may do so without appreciating the statistical 
hurdles they have scaled.  The collection of 
microfilmed parish records is only partially 
complete for some areas, where church books are 
retained by the parishes, lost, or not yet filmed.  
Extraction and compilation of the IGI is also an 
on-going process and may include only a fraction 
of those parish records that have been filmed. 
 
 Other researchers, not finding their ancestor's 
name in the IGI, and not yet familiar with other 
methods of tapping the vast resources at the FHL, 
may leave their local FHC, assuming further 
searching would be fruitless. 
 

 Those more persistent, not finding direct 
reference to their ancestors, and gazing on a 
stunning array of data, may pursue the pleasantly 
agonizing activity of searching in the IGI for clues 
to their sought-for village-of-origin.  And the first 
inclination is often to latch-on to the location for 
which the ancestral surname occurs most 
frequently and declares it the likely "origin of the 
family".  But this is a statistical trap, as the 
surname may appear in dozens of other localities 
for which no data is available or has not yet been 
extracted. 
 
 The place-names listed in the IGI are usually 
the locations in which the source document was 
lodged when the entries were made, often the 
"mother" church for a group of villages 
composing the parish.  The name of the village 
where the event actually occurred, or where the 
parents lived, may only appear in the individual 
entries of the source document, and not 
necessarily be that listed in the IGI. 
 
 Most of our immigrants, particularly those 
who immigrated before 1880 or so, came from 
small villages.  Unless one has reliable and 
specific information that his or her ancestor came 
from one of the larger cities, those just "surfing" 
the IGI for locality clues can ignore entries 
associated with large cities. True, those entries 
may include cousins that migrated from the 
countryside to the city, but the likelihood of 
identifying the cousin is small and tracing to his 
ancestral village possibly difficult. 
 
  One research process that lessens some of the 
difficulties mentioned above is to use the data in 
the IGI, together with a good alphabetical 
gazetteer, and detailed maps, to narrow the field 
of search.  The process is not without tedium, but 
it may enable you to focus on your ancestor's 
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village-of-origin even though the records for the 
village have not been extracted and entered in the 
IGI. 
 
For success, the following must be true:  
 1. The search is for a relatively unusual 

surname. 
 2.  The search involves a relatively small 

geographic area, hopefully 
surrounding a specific location. 

 3. A substantial fraction of the parish records 
for the geographic area of interest, are 
included in the FHL collection, and  

 4. A good fraction of the FHL parish-record 
collection for the geographic area has 
been extracted and entered in the IGI. 

 Those records for which extraction is 
complete, or in process, are indicated by a "+" or 
other symbol in the right margin of the item 
description ("card") of the FICHE version of the 
German Locality Catalog.  These symbols are not 
visible to patrons using the computerized Family 
Search Locality Catalog.  (See Forschunghilfe 
No. 28).  More records have been extracted for 
the western German provinces, possibly because 
indexes, typescripts, and family books exist, 
which have made extraction easier. 
 
 The procedure and conditions above made 
possible the finding of the village-of-origin for 
Peter Noel, birth year unknown, who stated on his 
naturalization papers that he emigrated via Le 
Havre from Trier in 1851. 
 A search of the available emigration records 
for the district of Trier failed to reveal the name 

Peter Noel.  Records from most of the parishes in 
the 1871 Province of Rheinland, in which Trier is 
located, have been filmed, and extraction is 
underway on the records for more than a third of 
the parishes identified in the Locality Catalog. 
 
 A list was made of 30 or so villages located in 
Rheinland, in which events involving the surname 
Noel had been extracted.  Using the alphabetized 
village list in the Euroatlas (or Shell Atlas-
Germany), the map zone was tabulated for all 
"Noel" villages.  Except for the eleven villages 
that lay in the map zones near Trier, all were 
eliminated as possibilities for being Peter Noel's 
origin. 
 
 It was concluded that if Peter lived more than 
20 or 30 miles from Trier, he probably would 
have fallen under the jurisdiction of Koblenz, 
Kaiserslautern or Saarbrücken. Villages farther 
than 25 miles from Trier were eliminated leaving 
only the villages of Baustert, Ferschweiler, 
Karlshausen and Kruchten. 
 
 The birth record for Peter Noel was found in 
the parish records of Ferschweiler.  The maiden 
name of his mother, although the spelling was 
slightly scrambled, agreed with that from another 
source.  Families with the surname Noel also 
appear in villages near Ferschweiler, for which the 
records had not been extracted.  Thus the door 
was opened to research into the earlier 
generations. 
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 Village   Map Coordinates 
0 TRIER  Gd 50 
0 + 25 mi. Radius: Ga-Hc 45-52 
1 Andernach  Hc 46 
2 Baustert  Gc 49 
3 Bedburg  Gd 43---Delete* 
4 Bergheim  Gd 45 
5 Eschweiler  Ge 45 
6 Ferschweiler  Gc 49 
7 Karlshausen  Gb 48 
8 Kruchten  Gb 49 
9 Lobberich  Gb 41---Delete* 
10 Rees   Gc 38---Delete* 
11 Stolberg  Ne-- 44---Delete 
 * Deleted From Plot – Too remote from Trier 
 
 

 


