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 Save time and avoid possible disappointment during 
your research at the Family History Center (FHC) or 
Family History Library(FHL).  Learn the meaning of the 
abbreviations and notations included on the "index 
cards" (source descriptions), which describe the content 
and origin of the German source material.  Doing so will 
minimize the probability of ordering the wrong film, 
unknowingly searching in the wrong record, or 
concluding you have reached a dead-end. 
 
 The main FHL Catalogs, formerly accessible by 
searching in a "card catalog", are now viewable on either 
MICROFICHE or by using the computer-based Family 
Search routine.  Not all information is shown on either 
database, so it may be helpful to consult both types of 
files. 
 
 The principal "card-catalogs" in the FHL are 
Subject/Title-Author, Surname, and Locality.  Many 
items appear in more than one catalog, but for those who 
have located the village or the immediate region from 
whence their ancestors came, the Locality Catalog may 
be the most widely used.  Examples, which follow, are 
from the German Locality Catalog, and for simplicity 
will involve descriptions of the more frequently used 
source-church records. 
 
The Village Index  
 The FHL Locality Catalog for Germany, like that 
for other countries and US states, includes in the 
beginning FICHE, a "village index", of those village 
names that appear on the source description cards.  A 
sample of the village index as it appears on FICHE is 
shown in the accompanying figure.  Following each 
village name is given the finding-guide for locating the 
sources in the descriptive section. 
 
 This "village index" may be seen when using the 
Family Search computer in the "Locality Browse" mode 
by selecting "village or parish" and entering only the first 
two or three letters of the village name.  (The resulting 
computer display will show an index of German villages 
which also includes, interspersed alphabetically, the 
names of villages outside Germany). 
 
 Two important features of the village index must be 
kept in mind: 
 
 a. The index includes only the names of villages for 
which record copies have been filmed, copied or 
acquired, and is available, from the FHL.  

 b.  Genealogical events happening in tiny villages 
and hamlets often were recorded at a larger neighboring 
village for which records are available.  However, the 
names of these tiny villages may not have been selected 
for cataloging in the village index!! 
 
General Sources 
 
 The village index is followed by “cards” that 
describe general sources pertaining to all or several 
German provinces.  This is a great browsing area. 
 The “card” section follows this on the first 
alphabetically ordered dominion--Anhalt.  Again, the 
first descriptions are for items of "general" interest but 
pertaining to Anhalt.  Following the "general" Anhalt 
sources is the first alphabetical Anhalt village---
Alikendorf for which civil registration records are 
available.  Other Anhalt village source descriptions 
follow. 
 The index for Baden and the other 40 or so 
geographic divisions in the German Locality Index 
follow in alphabetical order. 
 
Interpreting Source Descriptions 
 
 Authentic description of the sources and place 
names requires the use of a few German terms, a 
collection of which is given in the accompanying table. 
 
 A typical source description for Church Records, as 
it might appear in the German Locality Catalog FICHE 
collection is shown in the accompanying figure.  
Comments about the example follow: 
 
1.  Country - Germany did not exist before 1871.  For 
convenience however, all records, regardless of when 
they were generated, for the domains that lay inside the 
boundaries of Germany as it was formed in 1871, have 
been cataloged under "GERMANY". 
 
2.  State - Records for domains which eventually became 
part of the Prussian Empire, consisting of ten or so 
provinces by 1871, are cataloged under "GERMANY, 
PREUSSEN" regardless of when the records were 
generated. 
 
5.  Place-name Qualifiers - A "qualifier", typically the 
name of a river, county, or larger nearby town, is added 
to the village place name if it is part of the village 
address or if necessary to discriminate between two 
villages lying in the same province, which have the same 
name.  See the vocabulary list. 
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 Multiple-word names, however are indexed without 
inverting the name:  Klein Raddow is in the "K" section, 
not with the "R's".  
 
6.  Type of record - May include - Census, Church, Civil, 
History, Military, Public, Taxation, Vital, etc. 
 
7.  Extraction Flag - An "X" or "1" on the right margin of 
the source description block indicates extraction of the 
records is underway.  Marriage and birth events extracted 
from the records (which may have involved your 
ancestors!) may appear in the International Genealogical 
Index (IGI).  Extraction flags may not be accessible to 
patrons when using the computerized Family Search 
Locality Catalog. 
 

9.  Record Content - Is stated in the language in which it 
appears in the source document.  See the  vocabulary list.  
Dates Covered may be those of the earliest and latest 
event. It should not be assumed that the intervening 
records are continuous. 
 
10.  Summary Description - Gives names of some 
neighboring villages for which records are included in 
the source document. The source documents may contain 
records of events occurring in other small villages not 
listed in the summary description!!! 
 
11.  Location and date of filming - Although the source 
document may no longer be in the archive in which it 
was filmed, the archive which hosted the filming may 
know the archival storage location of similar source 
documents such as those from neighboring villages 
which have not been filmed!! 
 
 
 

 
 

Vocabulary – Church Record Source Descriptions 
 
A/D - an der -  on the (river name) 
A - Amt -  Registry Office (location) 
AG - Amtsgericht -  District Court Location 
andere Verfilmung - another filming 
aufgenommen - filmed 
BA - Bezirksamt -  Civil District (Office) 
Einsegnung -  confirmation 
evangelisch -  Protestant 
Familiebuch -  family group record books 
Gem - Gemeinde - parish 

Heiraten -  marriages 
katholische - Catholic 
Kommunicanten - communicants 
Konfirmanden -  confirmands 
Kr - Kreis -  County 
Manuscripten -  Manuscripts (Hand written) 
reformiert -  Reformed 
Taufen -  baptism 
Tode -  deaths 
Trauungen -  marriages 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 


