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 Although no departure records survive for many 
emigrants who left Europe for America, the chance 
of finding a trace of your ancestor in either 
published or unpublished (primary) emigration 
sources is sufficiently good that the available 
sources should not be overlooked. 
 
 Unless the emigrant was one of those who "left 
in the shadow of night", which many did, 
"departure" records may have been generated when 
the emigrant received permission to leave his home 
manor or village, as he passed some emigration 
check point, either as he waited to board the 
departure vessel, or as he finally became a 
passenger. 
 
 As is true for any search, the task is much easier 
if the surname is somewhat uncommon and the 
approximate date of immigration is known.  For 
emigrants who lived beyond 1900, this may be 
determined from the 1900-1920 census returns.  
Also of help is knowledge of the port of departure, 
which may possibly be learned from American 
arrival lists.  If the region of origin is known 
(excluding "Prussia") the search in internal 
emigration records may be narrowed. 
 
 The Family History Library (FHL) Catalog can 
serve as a checklist for pinpointing the readily 
available records.  Nearly all of the sources 
mentioned below are available at the FHL or, if 
microfilmed, at the local Family History Center 
(FHC).  Many of the records, published as books, 
may be available in the genealogical collections at 
larger city libraries. 
 
Finding Departure Lists in the Family History 
Library  
 Even though you may know the locality 
(district) from which your ancestor came, and the 
route he followed during his emigration, it may be to 
your advantage to check both the subject index and 
all levels of the FHL German Locality Catalog, 
under the topic of Emigration-Immigration (Em-Im), 
to insure you are not overlooking a possible source. 
This exercise will acquaint you with the possibility 
that sources not readily available may be lodged in 

smaller local archives.  The following survey should 
assist you in your search through the FHL Locality 
Catalog. 
 
 In the 1st Level of the FHL Locality Catalog, 
under the topic, Emigration-Immigration, Germany, 
Em-Im, are found published (secondary) sources, 
cataloged by the authors name, on German 
immigrants in general, and from various geographic 
regions.  These include the familiar works of 
Burgert, Dieffenbacker, Filby and Meyer, Hall, 
Hacker, Jones, Krebs, Schenk-Froelke-Bork, 
Schräder-Muggenthaler, Clifford Neal Smith, 
Wellauaer, Yoder, Zimmerman and Wolfert, and 
hundreds of items by European authors less well 
known to we Americans.  Nearly all give the 
European village of origin for the emigrants named 
or indexed. 
 
 You may want to systematically examine the 
indexes in many of these individual published 
sources, especially if you are searching for an 
ancestor who came in the 1700's. 
 
 Interspersed with these published sources, are 
listings of regional records, and Card Files which 
pertain to more than one province.  Under Germany, 
Em-Im, Indexes, are also listed the published and 
compiled card indexes which have been prepared by 
archives and genealogical societies and are available 
at the FHL. 
 
 Only a few references are found in the catalog at 
the 2nd Level, Germany, Preussen, Em-Im, but they 
include Karl Stumpf's monumental work on the 
emigrants to the Volga River and Black Sea areas of 
Russia, an extensive source, correlating surnames 
with German provincial village locations. 
 
 You should read the entire Em-Im topic category 
at the 3rd (Provincial) Level: Germany, Your 
Province, Em-Im or Germany, Preussen, Your 
Province, Em-Im.  This is where you may find 
listings of records lodged in provincial and local 
archives, which allow you to narrow down your area 
of search.  Remember the political divisions as named 
in the FHL catalog are as of 1871; so refer to the map 
published in Forschungshilfe No. 16, May 1994. 
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Using Some Published Emigration Indexes 
 
Filby and Meyer’s Passenger and Immigration 
Index - These indexes, now 8+ volumes, contain 
alphabetized lists of immigrants names which have 
been previously published in a book or journal. The 
entries do not give the village of origin directly.  
However, some of the name entries have been 
extracted from books and articles in European (and 
American) journals, concerning emigrants from 
specific villages.  If you can identify the name of 
your ancestor or relative as it appears in Filby' and 
Meyer’s Index, via the migration date, age or other 
information, you may find the village of origin quite 
easily. 
 
 The source numbers in the entries lead the 
reader to a source list near the front of the volume.  
Titles of the sources may include the name of a 
village or locality.  Even if the title does not contain 
a place name it should be relatively easy to obtain a 
reprint of the referenced article, or examine it in a 
larger library, and confirm the location for the 
indexed emigrant. 
  
Werner Hacker's Indexes - These indexes, 
cataloged under Germany - Em-Im, list the names of 
emigrants who made application for permission to 
leave the jurisdiction governing their home villages, 
in southwest Germany, during the 1700's.  The so-
called manumission certificates have been collected 
into books, which are lodged in various archives. 
 
 The main content of the certificates has been 
extracted, grouped by approximate geographic areas, 
and published in individual volumes for: Rheinland-
Pfalz & Saarland, Baden und Breisgau, Hochstift 
Speyer, Oberer Neckar, Unter Neckar, Südost 
Schwarzwald, and some smaller districts. Most 
volumes are available at the Denver Public Library 
(DPL). 
 
 A portion of the lists, including entries for those 
who supposedly came to America, has been 
extracted and published in English.  Hacker's 
original version, in German, also includes emigrants 
supposedly bound for European destinations.  It 

contains many more names and places than the 
translated version and may be preferred by some 
researchers. 
 
 The surnames in Hacker's (German Version) 
books are grouped with those with similar German 
pronunciation, including those with sound-alike 
initial letters.  Search a broad segment of the index 
covering all possible spellings and enunciations of 
the sought-for name.  Remember to de-anglicize the 
name for which you are searching. 
 
 The main column of each entry contains, if 
given in the source, the family name, given name(s), 
age, occupation, religious faith, home or birth 
village, family makeup (quantities), net worth, 
manumission fees, fee deduction, and comments 
about the applicant's financial status.  The primary 
source (archive) and accession number, secondary 
source, destination, and date follow. 
 
 After finding a particular entry of interest one 
can write to the applicable archives and request a 
copy of the manumission document.  When doing so 
it is wise to send a copy of the page from Hacker's 
book, with the entry-of-interest clearly marked.  A 
future Forschungshilfe article will treat use and 
interpretation of the Hacker indexes in detail. 
 
 
Unpublished Departing Passenger Lists 
 
 A summary of the available departing passenger 
lists is given on Page 458-9 of Reference No. 1.  
Departure records for those leaving continental 
Europe during the 1700's are sparse and most likely 
already appear in published sources. 
 
 Records for the port of Bremen, one of the two 
principal ports through which emigrants passed in 
the 1800's, are cataloged under Germany, Bremen, 
Bremen, Em-Im, not under the Province of 
Hannover which surrounds it.  The only item 
cataloged as containing passenger lists is 
Zimmerman and Wolfert's Bremen Passenger lists, 
which start in 1848, and were compiled from records 
of New York arrivals for passengers for whom the 
village of origin was recorded. 
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 Records for the port of Hamburg are cataloged 
under Germany, Hamburg, Hamburg, Em-Im.  These 
lists start in the year 1850 and are a most valuable 
source for quickly finding the village of origin.  The 
indexes list emigrants according to the first letter of 
the last name.  They are handwritten in Latin script 
and in most cases quite easily read.  The name of the 
ship, captain, and date of departure are interspersed 
between groups of passengers, and the page of the 
manifest on which the passenger is found is in the 
right column.  Two or more index columns are on 
each page. When searching, don't mistakenly skip a 
column. 
 
 Separate lists and indexes were made for ships, 
which came direct to western ports, or those which 
came indirect, stopping over or terminating at 
intermediate ports such as Hull, England. The 
manifest lists give names, ages, occupations, and 
village of origin. Instructions for searching are 
usually available at FHC.  Take care in searching the 
indexes, as many microfilm rolls contain several 
volumes of indexes, and consequently several 
sequences of the alphabet.  Same for manifest lists. 
 
Hamburg Police Registry - Applications for 
passports, as recorded by the general police registry 
office at Hamburg, are cataloged under Germany, 
Hamburg, Hamburg, Em-Im, Polizei Meldamt.  
Available on FHL microfilm for 1851-1929, each 
volume has its own index.  These lists may be a 
useful alternative or supplement to the passenger 
lists. 
 
Le Havre, France and Other Ports - Emigration 
Records - Many German speaking emigrants left via 
the port of Le Havre in the first part of the 1800's.  
According to Reference No. 2, the only passenger 
lists extant are those for commercial cargo vessels 
(1750-1886). Microfilms are available at FHL, 
cataloged under France, Seine-Maritime, Le Havre, 
Business & Commerce. 
 
 There are very scattered records for other 
neighboring ports, which could have been, but were 
probably not, used by German-speaking emigrants 
during the 1800's. If you have confirmed, from say 

USA arrival lists, that an ancestor left from a less-
used port, it may be worth writing to the port 
authorities. 
 
Provincial Emigration Indexes  
 Several of the larger archives in Germany have 
compiled card files of emigrants.  Some of the files 
have been microfilmed but others such that at the 
Heimatstelle Pfalz, Benzinoring 6, 67657 
Kaiserslauten, has not been microfilmed and 
therefore one must write (and expect to pay) to have 
the file checked for a particular name. 
  
Other, Long-Shot Indexes 
 
HETRINA - Franz, E. G., Auerbach, I., Froehlich, 
O., Hessisch Truppen im Amerikanischen 
Unabhängigkeitskreig, (Hessian Troops in the 
American Revolution), 5 Volumes. Archivschule 
Marburg, 1972-1976.  An extensive list of names 
and villages of origin.  Many of these soldiers 
remained in the colonies after the end of the 
revolution, mingling with the Germans already here. 
 Available at DPL, cataloged in FHL under 
Germany, Hessen, Military Records 
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