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The Family History Library (FHL) in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, through its local Family 
History Centers (FHC) and its Internet home 
page, offers powerful access to the catalog 
of the largest single collection of 
genealogical sources in the world.  
However, some researchers, after using the 
popular surname searches, postpone, or fail 
altogether, to search at a deeper level for 
historical information or primary records 
pertaining to their ancestral village. 
 
 Even if you are relatively sure you 
have discovered your ancestor's German-
speaking village of origin, you should 
continue to search for confirmation of the 
village name.  Ask a native German to help 
"de-anglicize" the "modern" surname and 
postulate various spellings.  Study detailed 
gazetteers and maps.  The village name may 
appear in more than one location, and you 
should review all related geographic and 
historical data you have collected to narrow 
down the list of probable places. 
 
 Eventually, you will want to determine 
whether village records have been filmed 
and are available.  If you have found "all 
that is known" about your sought-for 
ancestral line, you should review and 
confirm the content and accuracy of your 
findings and check their accuracy and 
completeness by consulting primary village 
and parish records. 
 
 The initial search for village records 
can be conducted at any FHC or, if you have 
an Internet connection, from your home 
computer. The simplified strategy described 
below uses only one search parameter 
namely, place, and as a start only the first 
few letters of the sought-for village name. 
 (Pitfalls of using other search parameters 
such as subject, key words, author, subject 
etc. are given at the end of this article). 

 
Note:  These strategies are explained for PC users  
MAC users will have to translate into the MAC 
Operating Systems jargon and procedures. 
 
1.  Using your browser (Explorer, Firefox, 
etc.) type in Google and select  <Enter>. 
 Type in "familysearch" (no quote 
marks, no dots, no prefix or suffix) and 
select  <enter> or  <search>. 
 Select the listing which contains the 
URL given in item 2, below.  A new 
window will appear. 
 Select any item in which the URL 
familysearch.org appears 
 
    OR 
 
2.  If you prefer to type in, or cut and paste, 
or save the full URL in your address book it 
is: <http:www.familysearch.org>.  The 
home page of FHL will appear 
 
3.  Select the sequence on each of the boxes 
listed below as they appear in new windows: 
"Library", and "Family History Library" 
after first moving the pointer down to 
"Library Catalog". 
 
To Search for Records for a village: 
 
4.  Select the box labeled "Place Search".  A 
New window appears. (If desired, you can 
practice executing the following steps, using 
the name of a small village in familiar 
surroundings in the USA.) 
 
5. Type in the first 3 or 4 letters of the name 
of the Village of interest (in German).  If 
your village name starts with Sch, Alt, Neu, 
Ober or other obvious prefix, enter a total of 
5 to 7 letters. (Entering only a partial name 
lessens the chance of a spelling error.)  You 
will select the sought-for, fully spelled 
village name later: 
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 Do not enter any information about, 
country, land, province, county, or township. 
(You will choose later.) 
 Do not attempt to enter umlauts.  Just 
substitute un-umlauted letter. (You will 
choose later.)  
 Select "search" or “enter”.  List of 
villages will appear. 
 
Select The Village of Interest: 
 
7. Scroll down the list to the fully spelled 
village name: identical with, most nearly, or 
potentially matching that of your village of 
interest (including umlauts if any), and 
having notation agreeing with country as of 
1871. (Country names are spelled in 
English:  Germany.) 
 Following the name of the country on 
each line is given, (in German, or the native 
language of the country in which the village 
lay, in 1871) the Province or Domain, Kreis 
or Amt (county or district), and village.  By 
1871 most of the land area in the new 
Germany lay in the "state" of Preussen 
(Prussia). 
 
If You Didn't Find Your Sought-for 
Village: 
 
 a.  The Family History Library catalog 
contains entries only for sources available at 
the FHL.  If a village name does not appear, 
it may be because the FHL has no item 
cataloged under the village name. 
 The cataloging does not include the 
place names mentioned in the record 
contents.  If your village, had no church, the 
records you seek may not be mentioned in 
the catalog but cataloged under a 
neighboring village.  You must seek 
additional information from parish indexes, 
maps and gazetteers for names of nearby 
villages.  (See References Nos. 1 & 3) 
 

 b.  The village name is not spelled as 
you expected.  Use a good German gazetteer 
or Atlas with a detailed index of villages.  
See References. A browsable village list is 
essential, but not offered by most on-line 
map search routines. 
 
 c.  The place name you have is not a 
village, instead it is a region, stream, valley, 
hill, suburban, or farm.  Most gazetteers 
catalog only populated localities. 
 
See available records: 
 
8.  Select the Village of Interest.  New 
Window appears with a list of topics from 
which you may choose. 
 
9.  Execute your searches by selecting the 
topic, such as "Church Records" or "Civil 
Records" or "Indices", etc.  You can "back 
out" of undesired topics you have chosen by 
selecting the "back" arrow of your browser 
bar.  You can choose to view either title 
details or film notes by selecting the 
appropriate button. 
 
 Next, selecting the Related Place bar, 
brings up the name of the higher level 
geographic domain or a list of the villages in 
the domain previously displayed, but only 
lists those villages for which at least one 
item has been cataloged. 
 
Other Search Parameters 
 
 Also, you may search the library 
catalog by entering other parameters in 
either German or English. Use of the 
keyword or subject searches entails 
assumptions that your definition, context 
(and translation) of a search detail agrees 
exactly with that of the catalog compiler, 
and the use may be best left to experienced 
librarians. 
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 It's much safer to assume the 
important primary sources have been 
cataloged according to location, under the 
name of a sought-for village, or a village or 
town nearby. 
 
Navigating Using "Related Places" 
 
 Enter partial place-name (even just 
Ger . .  or Preu. .) and wade from top to 
bottom of the cataloging tree, observing 
what is cataloged there.  Select, at any level, 
the box labeled Related Places and watch a 
new branch of the catalog explode before 
your eyes! 
 
References:  
 
1. Meyers Orts and Verkehrs Lexikon des 
Deutschen Reichs (Gazetteer). On line at:   
<http://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/cdm4/brow
se.php?CISOROOT=/EuropeanGa>   
 
Hard copy at Boulder Public Library, 
Carnegie Branch and DPL 
 
2. Deutschland ADAC Maxi-Atlas includes a 
voluminous village index.  DPL 
 
3. Map Guides to German Parish Registers, 
selected domains as released, DPL 


