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 Early land records offer a valuable index to the 
domicile of immigrant families during the colonial 
period when census returns were limited or non-
existent.  There was a strong desire to own land, and 
early warrants, surveys, and patents may offer the 
earliest mention of an immigrant name.  
 A Warrant was the first certification of a right to 
claim a piece of land and was a permit to survey.  
The description on the warrant was usually not 
specific enough to enable a researcher to locate the 
land on a map, however it may contain the names of 
the owners of neighboring tracts.  
 The Survey was made and plotted to establish 
the boundaries of the tract.  It identifies the 
neighboring tract owners, and the interfacing survey 
segments.   
 
 A Patent was issued when claim to the land was 
complete, fees had been paid, and the land had been 
surveyed.  The land was described sufficiently for 
recording in the applicable county records.   
 Things to keep in mind about early land 
documentation:  
1. The warrantee may not have ever lived on his 
tract, but transferred the rights to the land to a 
second party.  
2. If there was no occasion for the land ownership 
to change, years (or generations) may have passed 
after the warrant was issued before the survey was 
complete or the patent was issued.   
3. The deed might also have been recorded much 
later and possibly under a different county or 
township name.  
 Early Pennsylvania land records may be 
examined:   
1. At the Pennsylvania State archives at 
Harrisburg,  
2.  Via the Pennsylvania State Archives website 
(partial collection)   
3. On microfilm, most conveniently searched at the 
Family History Library (FHL), Salt Lake City, 
rather than at a local family history center since 
several microfilms are involved, or    
4.  On compact disc [CD]at the FHL.  
 If you are distant from the archives, the most 
expedient strategy to find potential ancestral land, 
and one that may be started at home is to make an 
initial search on The Pennsylvania Archive Web 
Site.  <www.statearchives.us/pennsylvania.htm> 
 

 The registers (index lists) are grouped by county 
name, then first letter of the surname of the 
warrantee.  You can view or print the image of the 
original survey by selecting "copied survey books", 
on the grid menu on the he "Land and Property" 
subject page, and scrolling to the desired group-
page.  
 For detailed analysis of your tract, and to 
confirm owners of neighboring tracts, you should 
obtain copies of the original warrant and the patent, 
either by ordering from the PA archives (on-line), or 
from microfilm or CD copies at the family history 
library.  
 When researching in the FHL, copies of all 
documents are immediately available.  The 
microfilm reels are cataloged under 
PENNSYLVANIA, LAND AND PROPERTY. The 
FHL index categories for warrants, surveys and 
patents, include numerous items similar to the 
sought-for records, making selection repeatedly 
tedious.  Some of the titles may be of interest for 
advanced research, but for openers one should first 
confirm he has the correct series by doing a 
microfilm/microfiche search, by entering the 
number of the "first microfilm" in the series as listed 
below in bold print.  
 The land ownership records found in the 
colonial warrant system offer a solid connection to 
the county grantee and grantor records that enable 
tracing land ownership during the later generations.  
 If you are researching in FHL ask the librarians 
for instructions on using the compact disc [CD] 
version of the Pennsylvania land records.  The 
indexing, search, and viewing, and reproduction 
capability of the CD system may be more 
convenient and of superior quality.  
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